Florida Sport Horse Club Newsletter
2077 W. Lake Hamilton Drive, Winter Haven 33881

August 2016
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dedicated to trail riding and the
preservation of the many riding
areas in Central Florida.

Calendar of Club Rides and Events:
All club rides begin at 9:00 am. unless otherwise noted

Officers:
President:
Mike Charron
mike@rps-fl.cpm
863-670-4727

VP for Trails:
Barbara Lassiter
Barbgeiger123@comcast.net
863-534-3459

Treasurer:
Judy Cloninger
jrcloningerwh@gmail.com
863-588-1179
Secretary/Newsletter Editor:
Janet Schneider
Jm_schneider@msn.com
863-858-6848

www.flahorse.com/fshc




Saturday, August 27, 8:00am: Club ride at Tenoroc—
Karen Turbeville, trail boss
Monday, September 19, 7:00pm: Monthly meeting,
St. John’s Methodist Church, Winter Haven

Please let Barbara Lassiter know if you plan to attend any of
the club rides! If nobody responds by Thursday night, the ride
will be cancelled.

email her at barbgeiger123@comcast.net

Call her at 863-534-3459

Keep up with the club rides and “join” via our Facebook
page.
Those wanting to ride on
Mondays—please contact
Barbara Lassiter and/or
Karen Turbeville. Want to
ride on other days? Email
club members directly or
contact Barbara Lassiter,
and she will send your
request out.
If you need additional
information or directions
for any of the rides scheduled, email Barbara at
barbgeiger123@comcast.net or give her a call at 863-534-3459.
You can also check the events section of the Florida Sport Horse
Club’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSportHorseClub.
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Congratulations and thanks to our new (actually
seasoned) 2016-2017 officers. It will look
suspiciously familiar to you:
 President, Mike Charron
 VP for Trails: Barbara Lassiter
 Treasurer: Judy Cloninger
 Secretary/Newsletter: Janet Schneider

Our annual barbeque and
meeting was held at Harold
Williams’ ranch on August 20
(see pictures on the last
page). Harold did his usual
stellar job of grilling chicken
and hot dogs. And oh, the
stories that were told! We
didn’t have time for everybody, but these people
shared their memorable horsey moments:

There is a tremendous amount of work that goes
on behind the scenes, especially by Mike, to keep
the club going. Thank you, club members, for
doing what you can to support your officers and
the club activities.

Karen Turbeville was riding with her older
horse Sadie when they stepped into a nest
of ground wasps. In spite of being stung,
Sadie remained calm and did not bolt.
Karen moved Sadie away but spent so much
time swatting at the wasps
swarming around them that she
forgot to look where they were
going—and ended up being swung out of
the saddle by a tree limb, with her foot still
stuck in the stirrup. Sadie STILL did not
panic, stopped, and “helped” Karen back
into the saddle. Tragedy was averted
thanks to calm heads, good training, and
trust in the team!
Cathy Botts had not one but TWO horses
trapped by trees over the years! The first
managed to wedge himself between a
building and a tree so tightly that he could
pick all 4 feet off the ground and not fall.
The tree had to be cut down to free him.
The second (older) horse partially jumped
over a fallen cedar tree, but couldn’t get his
hindquarters over too…so he stood there
overnight until he was found the next
morning. Miraculously he stood quietly
while a chain saw was used to cut the tree
around him.
Before Barbara Charron and Mike were
married, Barbara took Mike and a friend
riding in Dawson Forest north of Atlanta.
Barbara and her friend were chatting so

The new club year has now begun, which means
that you can pay your dues to Treasurer Judy
Cloninger any time now by mail or in person!
Remember that if you want the reduced-fee Horse
& Pony News subscription you must pay by the
September meeting.
We’re going to try a new social activity for club
members, one get-together a month for a lunch, a
dinner or perhaps a pot-luck at somebody’s
house. Lunches would be less expensive but would
leave out some working folks; dinners might be a
challenge due to a greater cost or family
obligations. Janet Schneider will be coordinating,
so if you have any suggestions or comments please
let her know. RSVPs are strongly encouraged so
that we can alert the chosen restaurant/host as to
numbers. While we’re thinking of the first Monday
of every month as a schedule, Labor Day will
interfere with this in September. SO….
Our FIRST luncheon is planned for 12pm Monday,
August 29, at Randy’s Family Restaurant, 106 Ave. I
SW, Winter Haven (recommended by Donna
Fellers). It has a varied menu, and the Monday
special is catfish. You can view the menu at
http://www.randysfamilyrestaurant.com/home.
Please call (863-858-6848) or email
(jm_schneider@msn.com) Janet if you can come.
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intensively that she didn’t notice when
Mike didn’t follow them completely across
the wide river. When she realized he was
missing, she told her friend to wait and she
returned to look for Mike—who she found
on his horse, standing in the middle of the
river. She came to him to ask what was
wrong, when he held out an
engagement ring and asked her to
marry him. Very romantic!
Melody Cazort and her friend Marsha have
3 horses between them, which means one
always gets left behind when they go riding.
They returned home late one night and
pulled into the pasture. When they opened
the trailer to unload the horses, the one
who had been left at home all day jumped
into the trailer and didn’t want to come
out!
Susan Mayrant had an early start with
horses at age 3 thanks to her Aunt Sally.
Susan’s goal was to ride Raindrop, her
favorite pony. One day Aunt Sally was
giving Susan a lesson, and kept fussing at
Susan to sit up straight (does this sound
familiar????). But as the pony started
moving faster, the saddle (with Susan
“attached,” slowly slid down the pony’s side
to plop on the ground. Somebody had
forgotten to attach the girth…… When
Susan was a little older, her parents got her
a Quarter Horse. They had no trailer, so
Susan had to walk the horse through the
neighborhood to the ring. Her worried dad
always followed her in the car, flashers
blinking, to ensure she stayed safe in
transit. Susan’s pony was eventually
purchased by actress Ann Southern.
Jane Lowe’s family friend was a
Confederate War reenactor, who practiced
shooting his gun from the saddle. However,
he got a bit too excited one day and moved
his hand forward, close to the horse’s ear,
before shooting. Not surprisingly the saddle
and rider both came off
after the explosion.
One year Bobby Hancock
stayed near Chickamauga

Battlefield in Georgia, one of the few Civil
War monuments that allow equestrians to
visit the park. As it neared dark, Bobby was
at the rear of the 16 riders. He—and other
riders—heard at least one horse following
them although they KNEW they were the
only horse people in the park. Ghosts are
everywhere in battlefields, if you are quiet
enough to hear them.
Donna Fellers grew up riding
draft horses on her family’s
farm in Alberta, Canada. She
got her first saddle horse
when she was 13 years old, and found out
that he was also a jumper when she put him
at a snowdrift (expecting him to plow
through it) and he popped right over the
top! And she rode side saddle for over 10
years, and loved it.
Mike Charron loves to do endurance rides
with Barbara. They were on a 25-mile ride
in New Smyrna Beach and found
themselves first in the pack. When they
came in to the halfway checkpoint, one of
the other riders (who had been challenging
other riders’ positions and riding) accused
Mike of taking a shortcut and cheating.
Fortunately Mike had been using an app
that showed that he had stayed on course
the entire way. He and Barbara took 1st and
2nd prizes in the competition that day, too.
The storytelling was a rousing success, so this may
become a tradition for us. It’s wonderful to learn a
bit more about members’ experiences!
******************************************
We now have $260 in donations for a
new picnic table for Tenoroc. The
existing bench will be repaired and
moved to another spot once we are able to replace
it with a new picnic table. Several people have
been getting information on various types of picnic
tables. Some kind of fundraiser will take place
once the weather cools off enough….a poker ride
was mentioned as well as another clinic by Jerre
Wilson for a small donation. Richard Jones
suggested that the club can also sell food at an
event.
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Triple B has a camping week scheduled at Doe Lake
October 11 - 17. FSHC members are welcome, but
you must reserve your spot early (the deadline is
October 1). There will be a BBQ dinner Saturday
night, a Poker Ride Saturday morning, guided rides
some mornings and a community campfire each
night. More information can be found at
http://triplebriders.club/doe-lake-rsvp-form-oct1117-2016/.

Tips & Activities by Members:
Congratulations to Barbara Lassiter, whose new
grandson arrived last week! Luckily he lives close
enough that Barbara and Steve will be able to spoil
Duke and his older sister Edith frequently.

had a sizeable patch of proud flesh growing. She
was told to cover it with meat tenderizer and
bandage it, and it healed well and quickly. Meat
tenderizer also works well on stingray and jellyfish
stings.

Janet DelCastillo and her 2-year-old SuperSaver
colt are doing well in Saratoga. “Like” her on
Facebook so you can follow their progress.

Jerre and Nina Wilson are celebrating 52 years of
wedded bliss! Congratuations….

Ellie Crowder found that one of her horses had
been bitten by flies so badly under his belly that he

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Do you live by yourself, and worry about what would happen to your animals if you were in an
accident? Print this card and place it in your wallet where you or first responders would find it
in an emergency. And we hope you NEVER need it!

Join the club! Meet some great people who love their horses. What are YOU doing? Let us
know, and send us pictures--we’d love some action shots of you and your horse! Send to
jm_schneider@msn.com. Follow us on Facebook, and visit us online at Facebook
http://www.flahorse.com/fshc/. Happy Trails, where we hope to see you soon!
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