Florida Sport Horse Club Newsletter
2077 W. Lake Hamilton Drive, Winter Haven 33881

January 2017
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Calendar of Club Rides and Events:
Dedicated to trail riding and the
preservation of the many riding
areas in Central Florida.

All club rides begin at 9:00 am. unless otherwise noted



Officers:
President:
Mike Charron
mike@rps-fl.com
863-670-4727

VP for Trails:






Barbara Lassiter
Barbgeiger123@comcast.net
863-534-3459



Treasurer:



Judy Cloninger
jrcloningerwh@gmail.com
863-588-1179
Secretary/Newsletter Editor:
Janet Schneider
Jm_schneider@msn.com
863-858-6848



Saturday, January 21, 9:00am: Club ride at the
Hampton Tract; Susan Buchanan, trail boss
Saturday, January 28, 9:00am: Club ride at the
Marshall Hampton Reserve; Mike & Barb Charron, trail
bosses
Saturday, February 4, 9:00am: Club ride at Alafia State
Park; Barbara Lassiter, trail boss
Saturday, February 11, 9:00am: Club ride at Lake
Kissimmee; Barbara Lassiter, trail boss
Monday, February 13, 6:30pm: Club dinner at
Jesse’s on Fire, 117 E. Lake Ave, Auburndale
Saturday, February 18, 9:30am: Joint ride with Triple
B at Hampton Tract. Call Barbara Lassiter to RSVP
Monday, February 20, 7:00pm: Monthly meeting,
St. John’s Methodist Church, Winter Haven, Room 206
Saturday, March 11: Club field trip to Herrmann’s
Lipizzans, Myakka City (see details below)
Sunday, April 2, 2017 (time TBA): “Get to Know Colt
Creek” pony rides

Please RSVP Barbara Lassiter for club rides! If nobody
responds by the Thursday night before the ride, it will be
cancelled.

email her at barbgeiger123@comcast.net

Call her at 863-534-3459

Keep up with the club rides and “join” via our Facebook
Page (Events section).

https://floridasporthorseclub.com/
Those wanting to ride other days—please contact Barbara
Lassiter and/or Karen Turbeville, or email club members
directly.
If you need more information or directions for any of the rides,
contact Barbara. You can also check the “Upcoming Events”
section of our web page at https://floridasporthorseclub.com/, or
the “Events” section of the Florida Sport Horse Club’s Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSportHorseClub.
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Our sympathies go out to Richard
Jones, who lost his beautiful
Tennessee Walker “Shadow”
recently.

Cathy Botts, Rae Gayer
and Janet Schneider
represented FSHC at the
“Crop & Carrot” 4-H club
meeting January 9th in
Bartow, explaining the joys of trail riding, how
arena skills translate to the trail, and how riders
can prepare the horses for trail challenges.

Our NEXT club dine-around dinner will be 6:30pm
Monday, February 13 at Jesse’s on Fire, 117 E.
Lake Ave., Auburndale. RSVPs are strongly
encouraged to Janet Schneider (863-858-6848 or
jm_schneider@msn.com) by Friday, February 10.

Donna Coquyt reported that the new portion of
the Marshall Hampton Reserve trail is now open!

Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan Stallions’ training
sessions are open to the public every Saturday at
10:00am till April, at 32755 Singletary Rd, Myakka
City. A $5 donation per person is requested. A field
trip is planned for Saturday, March 11. We’ll be
organizing carpools, probably
leaving Winter Haven/Lakeland
around 8:00am. Please contact
Janet Schneider to save your spot!

A recent ride at Tenoroc showed that a new picnic
table has been added to the parking area. Since
Tenoroc manager Danon Moxley appears to have
enough resources to place additional tables in the
park, members voted (upon Reserve management
approval) to purchase a picnic table for the new
Marshall Hampton Reserve trail, and place it near
the pedestrian bridge on the east side of Lake
Hancock. It is across the lake from Circle B Bar
Preserve.

Green Swamp West is a favorite place to ride, and
we’re grateful that SWFWMD’s mission to “manage
water and related natural resources to ensure their
continued availability while maximizing the
benefits to the public” allows us the pleasure of
using public lands. We will have a chance to show
our appreciation soon, as a volunteer work day is
being organized to clean and spruce up the
campgrounds. Stay tuned, and we’ll let you know
the date as soon as it’s been announced.

Save the date! The next “Get to Know Colt Creek”
event will be held Sunday, April 2, 2017. Club
members again voted to hold “pony rides” as we
have done for the last 3 years.
We ‘re revising our membership form to include a
space for cell phone numbers AND emergency
contacts. We hope there will never be a need for
it, but if somebody is injured during a club ride
we’d like to be able to call your designated contact
for you. If you’d like to get your information on the
club’s roster now, send it to Judy Cloninger.

A recent ride also showed that some of the Green
Swamp West trails have been marked with colored
paint slashes. SOME OF THE GREEN SWAMP WEST
TRAILS ARE MARKED WITH COLORED PAINT
SLASHES. KIM DeVary of SWFWMD STATES these
trails are for hiking only, and horses should not use
them. The trails marked with the white diamond
signs are the only District multi-use trails, and
show who should be on them (horses, hikers, etc.).
The trail pamphlet available at the front entrance’s
kiosk shows the 67 miles of approved horse trails.

The club’s new web page
(https://floridasporthorseclub.com/) is becoming
popular! It’s only been up since the end of
November, and already shows over 600 hits from
more than 10 countries! If you haven’t already
bookmarked the site, please do—you can keep up
with all the club’s news with the click of the mouse.
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Tips & Activities by Members:
________________________________________________________
Congratulations to Barbara Charron, who won her most recent 25-mile endurance ride in Goethe!
Cathy Botts is the proud owner of 2 (possibly 3) donkeys…one is suspiciously round, and may be pregnant.
Donna Coquyt rode at Old Welcome Alafia January 17, and reported that there was a lot of hog damage.
She’s been using the “EquiTrack” app on her iPhone, and finds it very useful.
Donna Fellers and Mary Connor rode at Tenoroc on January 15th. Florida winters are just too good not to ride!
Bobby Hancock reported that the Osceola Wagon Train went well, although it is becoming more and more
difficult to find places in which to hold the event. Encroaching civilization and massive insurance costs are
inhibiting ranchers from offering their properties to the ride.
Bobby has also heard that a new equestrian trail under construction in Ft. Meade. If you have any information,
please share it with the group.
Susan Buchanon rode the Van Fleet trail and saw lots of animals—a snake, alligator, owl, etc. She warns that
this trail is used by many bicyclists who fly past horses with little to no warning.
Susan Buchanon also rode out with 2 friends at the Hampton Tract the week of January 9 th. They were almost
back to the parking area when one of the horses slipped and fell coming up out of the ditch. His rider hit her
head so hard that the lenses popped out of her glasses, and she dislocated a finger. Her helmet saved her
from greater injury. Fortunately, the horse was easily caught and Susan and the 3rd friend was there to help.
Barbara Lassiter, Karen Turbeville and Janet Schneider rode SWFWMD’s Alston Tract, off Hwy 39 in Plant
City. It links in to the Upper Hillsborough, which links to Green Swamp West. It’s better for a winter ride
because of the lack of shade, but is beautiful country.
Cathy Botts & Rae Gayer rode 2 days last week at Tenoroc.
For Sale: 4x5 tightly wrapped mixed quality horse hay, been fertilized, barn kept, weed free. $60.00 per roll.
Call Kay Losey at 863 602-0192. Kay and Marty Losey are also looking for about 5 acres to buy in the Polk City
area. If you know of a likely parcel, let them know!
Judy Cloninger found a 1995 article Bobby Hancock had written about a trip to Bucksnort. See it on the next
page!

Join the club! Meet some great people who love their horses. What are YOU doing? Let us
know, and send us pictures--we’d love some action shots of you and your horse! Send to
jm_schneider@msn.com. Follow us on Facebook, and visit us online at Facebook
http://www.flahorse.com/fshc/. Happy Trails, where we hope to see you soon!
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